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ABSTRACT: 

The Yemeni Cultural Heritage faces numerous risks, including looting, 

sabotage, and destruction across Yemen's governorates. UNESCO reports an 

ancient graveyard found in the Al-Jawf Governorate, where an entire cemetery 

with over 600 gravestones was excavated and sold in local and Arab markets. 

This research aims to assess the damage and losses suffered by Yemeni cultural 

heritage, outline key international conventions regarding cultural heritage 

protection, and examine the role of international organizations in safeguarding 

Yemen's cultural heritage. 

Employing an analytical-descriptive approach and content analysis, this study 

delves into literature and reports from international and regional organizations 

dedicated to cultural heritage and historical monuments. It uncovers the efforts 

of these organizations in protecting Yemen's cultural heritage. 

The research uncovers extensive damage to Yemeni antiquities caused by   

looting, theft, illegal trafficking, warfare, terrorist attacks, and natural disasters. 
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It identifies prominent international conventions relevant to cultural heritage 

protection and highlights the crucial role of international organizations, 

particularly UNESCO. These organizations provide financial and technical 

support, conduct renovations, host seminars and workshops, offer training 

courses, issue statements and condemnations, and collaborate with stakeholders 

to impose bans on Yemeni antiquities importation. 

In conclusion, cultural heritage belongs to all humanity, representing national 

identity, fostering communication, and bearing witness to civilization. Its 

preservation is vital for the nation's economy and requires collective efforts 

from individuals, institutions, and organizations to prevent looting, tampering, 

and trafficking. 

Keywords: role, international organizations, protection, cultural heritage, 

international conventions. 

 

 

 

 



    

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Cultural property stands at the crossroads of numerous risks, imperilling its 

continuity as a testament to human civilization across epochs. Among these 

hazards, systematic destruction and damage loom large, particularly amid armed 

conflicts and illicit trafficking (Al-Hayaji, 2016). It's crucial to highlight that 

cultural heritage transcends individual or national ownership, representing a 

shared legacy of humanity (Ramadan, 2012). 

Yemen's antiquities epitomize this collective human heritage, yet they have 

borne the brunt of extensive damage through indiscriminate excavation and 

illegal trafficking. The ravages of war have further exacerbated this plight, 

leading to the destruction of monuments, archaeological sites, and historic cities, 

with some completely razed and others partially damaged. Alarming reports 

indicate that over 417 archaeological sites and historical monuments have been 

decimated, with countless Yemeni artifacts pillaged and smuggled abroad for 

auction, regardless of the devastation caused by natural calamities and terrorist 

acts (Al-Barkani, 2022). 

Addressing this crisis demands global concerted efforts. It necessitates the 

engagement of international institutions, governments, and civil society to halt 

the plunder, excavation, and illicit trade while devising solutions to end the 

conflict and support Yemen in rehabilitating its ravaged archaeological sites and 

historic landmarks (Al-Barkani, 2022). Foremost among these institutions is the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 

recognized as the preeminent global authority safeguarding heritage. 

Nevertheless, international organizations have faced criticism for their perceived 

negligence and inertia in safeguarding cultural heritage. Critics argue that their 

response has been insufficient, with attention often limited to issuing laws while 



    

 

heritage continues to be imperilled by destruction, theft, and trafficking (Al-

Hayaji, 2016). 

A plethora of conventions and recommendations exists to protect heritage, 

including the Athens Charter for the Protection of Historic Monuments (1931), 

the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property during Armed 

Conflict (1954), and the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), among others. 

Reviewing prior studies, such as Al-Hayaji (2016), emphasizes the urgency of 

understanding the roles of international and regional organizations in 

safeguarding cultural heritage. However, a conspicuous absence remains in the 

literature concerning Yemeni cultural heritage protection and the role of 

international organizations therein. Hence, driven by this research gap and a 

profound awareness of the peril facing Yemen's cultural heritage, this study 

seeks to assess the damage incurred by Yemeni cultural heritage, elucidate key 

international conventions, and unveil the contributions of international 

organizations to its protection. 

The term "heritage" encapsulates the transmission of artifacts across time, 

embodying remnants of civilizations and preceding generations, be they 

immovable or movable (Haditha, 1999). The Hague Convention of 1954 

recognizes three forms of heritage—movable and immovable property, 

museums and manuscripts, scientific collections, and book collections 

(Sinnawy, 2011). Meanwhile, the Athens Charter defines cultural heritage as 

both movable and immovable property, including buildings designated for 

protection, such as museums and cultural centres (Athens Charter, 1931). In this 

study, cultural heritage encompasses the tangible and intangible remnants of 

Yemeni civilization, including buildings, inscriptions, sculptures, and 

photographs, left behind by successive Yemeni generations. 



    

 

The term "organization" refers to a collective of individuals or entities formed 

for the public good, devoid of profit motives (Farhan, 2012). In the context of 

this research, organizations are those institutions dedicated to preserving and 

protecting human cultural heritage, thereby serving as custodians of our 

collective legacy. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

The research methodology employed an analytical descriptive approach coupled 

with content analysis to scrutinize literature and reports disseminated by 

international organizations and bodies vested in cultural heritage preservation. 

This analytical framework enabled a comprehensive examination of the 

literature, elucidating the extent of damage inflicted upon Yemeni cultural 

heritage. Additionally, it facilitated the identification of key international 

conventions pertaining to the safeguarding of cultural heritage and illuminated 

the roles assumed by international organizations in protecting Yemeni cultural 

heritage. 

The utilization of content analysis allowed for a systematic examination of the 

reports and literature, discerning patterns, trends, and key insights pertinent to 

Yemen's cultural heritage. By employing this methodological approach, the 

research aimed to provide a nuanced understanding of the challenges faced by 

Yemeni cultural heritage and the efficacy of international interventions in 

mitigating these threats. 

Through rigorous analysis and interpretation of the available literature, the 

research sought to contribute valuable insights into the state of Yemeni cultural 

heritage preservation efforts and shed light on the pivotal role of international 

organizations in safeguarding this invaluable heritage for future generations. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS: 



    

 

Addressing the first objective, which entails identifying the damage inflicted 

upon Yemeni cultural heritage, the research delved into reports, studies, and 

resources from various international institutions and organizations. The findings 

underscore a grim reality: Yemen's archaeological sites have suffered extensive 

devastation. 

A comprehensive study by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) revealed alarming levels of destruction across 

numerous Yemeni archaeological sites. Disturbingly, sites in districts like 

Sawda, Baidha, Kharbeh, Kamna, Hamdan, and Mue’en in Al-Jawf governorate 

have been subject to vandalism, looting, and outright destruction. For instance, a 

complete cemetery containing over 600 gravestones was unearthed, only to be 

pillaged and peddled in local and international markets (Arish and Shtikat, 

2006). 

Further exacerbating this crisis, UNESCO reports severe damage inflicted upon 

several UNESCO-listed sites, including Taiz Castle, the historic city of Brakesh 

in Al-Jawf, and the Great Marib Dam. Tragically, the Dhamar Museum was 

completely razed, resulting in the loss of 12,500 artifacts (UNESCO). 

The historic fabric of Sana'a, a UNESCO World Heritage site, has also been 

decimated by armed conflict. Notably, the Al Qasimi neighbourhoods and the 

Mahdi Mosque suffered extensive damage, with the distinctive architectural 

features of Old Sana'a—coloured doors, panels, and windows—being destroyed 

or damaged (UNESCO) 

Moreover, numerous cultural landmarks have fallen victim to targeted attacks. 

The National Museum in Taiz was bombed, resulting in the complete 

destruction of invaluable manuscripts and artifacts dating back to pre-Islamic 

times. Similarly, historic sites such as the city of Kawkaban and the dome of 

Imam Shams al-Din were deliberately targeted (UNESCO) 



    

 

Bringing these woes together, the International Council of Museums highlights 

the extensive damage wrought upon Yemen's archaeological sites and museums. 

Rampant illegal excavation and trafficking further exacerbate the plight of 

Yemen's cultural heritage (International Council of Museums, 2019). 

Similarly, Yemeni researcher Al-Barkani (2022) documents the widespread 

destruction inflicted upon archaeological sites and monuments across various 

governorates. From the historic city of Saada to the Dar al-Haid in Sana'a, these 

sites have borne the brunt of armed conflict, with irreparable damage incurred. 

Echoing these sentiments, the Yemeni Ministry of Culture laments the loss of 

numerous archaeological sites, churches, mosques, and forts across Yemen. 

From Aden to Hajjah, Abyan to Marib, the devastation is widespread and 

irreparable (Yemeni Ministry of Culture, 2018). 

Additionally, extremist groups have targeted religious monuments, with over 28 

religious sites completely destroyed. The domes of prominent figures and 

scholars, such as Imam al-Saqqaf and Sheikh al-Mu'ayni, were deliberately 

demolished (Al-Barkani, 2022). 

The findings also shed light on the second objective, focusing on the pivotal 

international conventions and treaties governing cultural heritage protection. 

The research revealed a plethora of legal texts, conventions, and 

recommendations underpinning cultural heritage protection, with UNESCO at 

the forefront of promulgating many of these conventions. 

Among these conventions, the Athens Charter for the Preservation of Historic 

Monuments stands out as the inaugural charter on cultural heritage and historical 

monuments, issued in 1931 in response to the cultural property damage incurred 

during the First World War (Attia and Alkafafi, 2003). Similarly, the Hague 

Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in Times of Armed Conflict 

(1954) represents the pioneering international treaty aimed at safeguarding 



    

 

cultural property during armed conflicts (Al-Rahifa, 2012). This convention 

obligates nations to respect cultural property during times of armed conflict, 

refraining from any means of destruction and prohibiting theft, pillaging, 

embezzlement, or destruction of cultural property (UNESCO, 1985). 

Another significant convention is the Convention Concerning the Protection of 

the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), which stresses on the 

importance of safeguarding world cultural heritage and establishes the World 

Heritage Committee. This committee plays a pivotal role in identifying and 

protecting cultural and natural heritage sites worldwide (UNESCO, 1977). 

Additionally, UNESCO has adopted recommendations aimed at protecting 

cultural heritage at the national level (1973), preventing illicit import, export, 

and transfer or possession of cultural property (1970), safeguarding historical 

sites, and facilitating the international exchange of cultural property (1976). 

These recommendations provide a framework for member states to coordinate 

efforts in preserving cultural heritage (UNESCO, 1985). 

Moreover, the Washington Charter for the Preservation of Historic Cities and 

Areas (1987) emphasizes measures to protect, preserve, renovate, and maintain 

historic cities, while the UNIDROIT Convention (1995) obliges countries to 

restore stolen or illegally exported cultural objects and facilitates the recovery 

process through national courts (UNESCO). 

Turning to the third objective of revealing the role of international organizations 

in protecting Yemeni cultural heritage, UNESCO emerges as a key player. 

UNESCO provides crucial support to countries, offering expertise, technical 

resources, and equipment for heritage preservation. It also publishes materials 

on cultural property maintenance and museum concerns and issues international 

conventions to combat illegal trafficking (Al-Hayaji, 2016). 



    

 

With regard to the Yemeni situation in particular, UNESCO has implemented 

various projects to safeguard Yemeni cultural property and launched 

international campaigns to protect monuments under threat, such as the Old City 

of Sana'a and the city of Shibam Hadramout (Al-Hayaji, 2016). Notably, 

UNESCO's efforts have led to the inclusion of several Yemeni sites on the 

World Heritage List, including the ancient city of Sana'a, the city of Shibam 

Hadramawt, and the historic city of Zabid (Al-Barkani, 2022). 

Moreover, UNESCO has undertaken numerous initiatives to preserve Yemeni 

antiquities, including funding projects for site preservation, artifact restoration, 

and rehabilitation efforts (Arish and Shethkan, 2006). UNESCO's interventions 

extend to architectural conservation, disaster risk management, and capacity-

building initiatives, underscoring its commitment to protecting Yemen's cultural 

heritage (UNESCO, https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1279/). 

In December 2016, UNESCO convened a meeting in Venice, Italy, focusing on 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS), museums, and awareness-raising 

activities pertinent to the protection of Yemen's cultural heritage. This gathering 

brought together experts from various archaeological missions in Yemen, 

UNESCO representatives, and specialists from institutions such as the British 

Museum and Oxford, resulting in the development of a roadmap for cultural 

heritage preservation (UNESCO, 2016). 

Over the years, UNESCO has provided significant financial support, exceeding 

US $500,000, for the implementation of protection and renovation projects 

across historical sites in Yemen. Additionally, UNESCO has allocated funds for 

plan preparation and training workshops related to cultural heritage. Noteworthy 

initiatives include financial support in 2014 for the preservation of the historic 

city of Zabid and the ancient city of Sana'a, along with the implementation of 

workshops on the World Heritage Convention (UNESCO,). 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1279/


    

 

In 2018, UNESCO initiated the "Cash for Work" program, offering job 

opportunities for young people to contribute to cultural heritage preservation in 

Sana'a, Shibam, Zabid, and Aden. Funded by the European Union, this project 

aimed to survey historical buildings, renovate and rehabilitate structures, and 

conduct capacity-building workshops for archaeological workers. Moreover, 

UNESCO facilitated small grants to cultural civil society organizations 

(UNESCO,). 

Addressing the illicit trade in antiquities, the UN Security Council, with 

UNESCO's coordination, issued Resolutions 2199 and 2253 in 2015, imposing a 

ban on the trade of antiquities of illicit origin. UNESCO also facilitated 

technical assistance for Member States in creating an auction model to detect 

and prevent Yemen's illegal exports, resulting in a decline in trafficking, theft, 

and antiquities sale (UNESCO, 2018). 

In response to cultural heritage threats, UNESCO has strongly condemned 

deliberate destructions, such as the mosque and shrine of Ahmed Al-Faz in 

Hodeidah, and airstrikes on the ancient city of Marib. UNESCO's Director-

General urged all parties in conflict to refrain from targeting Yemen's cultural 

heritage, providing coordinates of key archaeological sites to prevent damage 

(UNESCO,) 

The Fund for Protection of Heritage in Conflict (ALIPH) has played a crucial 

role, creating lists of seized, smuggled, and illegally traded artifacts originating 

from Yemen, Syria, and Iraq. ALIPH has provided substantial financial support 

for heritage preservation projects in Yemen, including the protection of 

museums' holdings, renovation of historical sites, and training programs for 

heritage conservation (ALIPH,). 

Furthermore, international organizations like the International Council of 

Museums (ICOM), the Arab Organization for Education, Culture, and Science 



    

 

(ALECSO), and the Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

(ISESCO) have contributed to heritage conservation efforts through various 

means, including publishing red lists of stolen items, organizing training 

courses, and promoting awareness of heritage issues (Al-Hayaji, 2016). These 

organizations have underscored the importance of financing, technical 

assistance, training programs, and awareness campaigns in safeguarding cultural 

heritage (Sultan, 2013). 

RESULT ANALYSIS  

The analysis of the research findings indicates several significant points 

regarding the state of Yemeni cultural heritage, international conventions, the 

role of international organizations, and areas for improvement: 

Damage to Yemeni Cultural Heritage: The study pinpoints the extensive damage 

suffered by Yemen's cultural heritage, attributing it to natural disasters, looting, 

and war. The findings highlight a lack of effective control mechanisms, often 

augmented by complicity among certain officials. This indicates a pressing need 

for heightened awareness regarding the importance of cultural artifacts as 

symbols of civilization and human heritage. 

Impact of Ongoing Conflict: The ongoing conflict since 2014 has exacerbated 

the damage to Yemen's cultural heritage, aggravated by the country's perceived 

neglect of its preservation responsibilities. The diversion of funds towards 

military operations has further marginalized efforts to safeguard antiquities and 

cultural heritage, amplifying the urgency of prompt intervention. 

International Conventions and Recommendations: While there are numerous 

international conventions and recommendations aimed at protecting cultural 

heritage, the study identifies gaps in addressing specific challenges, such as 

protecting antiquities from terrorist attacks and establishing accountability for 



    

 

damage caused to archaeological monuments. There is a call for additional 

recommendations to address these gaps and enhance protection measures. 

Role of International Organizations: The research acknowledges the significant 

role played by international organizations, particularly UNESCO, in preserving 

Yemeni cultural heritage through financial and technical support, restoration 

efforts, training initiatives, and advocacy. However, there is a suggestion that 

these organizations should expand their focus to include more Yemeni 

archaeological sites on the World Heritage List and intensify efforts during 

armed conflicts when state intervention is lacking. 

Enhanced Role of Regional Organizations: The study points out the relatively 

weak role played by regional organizations like the Arab Educational, Cultural 

and Scientific Organization (ICLESU) and the Islamic Educational, Cultural and 

Scientific Organization (ISESCO) in protecting Yemeni cultural heritage. There 

is a call for these organizations to assume a more proactive role beyond 

awareness-raising and statistical functions. 

Collaboration and Support: Finally, the research emphasizes the importance of 

collaboration among international organizations and highlights the need for 

intensive efforts to protect Yemeni cultural heritage, involving organizations 

such as the International Council of Monuments and Archaeological Sites 

(ICOMOS), the Arab Towns Organization, and the Organization of Islamic 

Capitals and Cities. 

Overall, the analysis asserts the critical importance of preserving Yemen's rich 

cultural heritage and calls for coordinated action at both national and 

international levels to mitigate further damage and ensure its safeguarding for 

future generations. 

CONCLUSION: 



    

 

In conclusion, this research underlines the perilous state of Yemeni heritage, 

imperilled by the ravages of war, terrorist attacks, natural calamities, and illicit 

activities such as theft and trafficking. The absence of effective local 

safeguarding mechanisms, exacerbated by wartime conditions and insufficient 

funding for conservation efforts, clearly shows the critical dependence on 

international organizations, notably UNESCO, for the protection of Yemen's 

cultural legacy. It is essential to realize that Yemen's heritage is not solely a 

national concern but a global treasure belonging to all humanity. 

While international heritage organizations, particularly UNESCO, have played 

significant roles, there remains a pressing need for expanded efforts, particularly 

in the restoration of war-damaged sites. These sites have borne the brunt of 

conflict-related destruction, including looting, theft, and terrorist attacks. 

Therefore, there is a collective call for international organizations, the global 

community, and diplomatic bodies to collaborate in ending the war in Yemen 

and resolving underlying conflicts. These dedicated efforts would facilitate 

Yemen's recovery, allowing it to reclaim its role in promoting international 

peace and restoring its looted and damaged antiquities. It is essential for all 

conflicting parties within Yemen to prioritize dialogue and reconciliation, 

setting aside arms to facilitate the healing of divisions and the protection of 

Yemen's invaluable monuments and historical sites. Through collective action 

and shared responsibility, Yemen's rich cultural heritage can be preserved for 

future generations, serving as a beacon of resilience and hope amid adversity. 
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 ركخووووووووووووووووووو ك  ارك  ووووووووووووووووووو تثا،ركن و وووووووووووووووووووث( ارا  صوووووووووووووووووووو اق م  ووووووووووووووووووو ارك وووووووووووووووووووو ر ا2223ركووفيووووووووووووووووووو و ا 

http;//whc.unesco.org/fr/convention text 

( ارا  صوووووو اق م  ووووو ارك ووووو ر اركخووووو ك  ارك  ووووو تثاركن و وووووث اركووووو ،وةاركيووووو بخ اعشووووو كا0212ركووفيووووو و ا 

ا( 02  و كاركم دةا 

( ارا  صووووو اق م  وووو ارك وووو ر اركخوووو ك  ارك  وووو تثا،ركن و ووووث اركموووو ام اركخوووو ساكم ظموووو ا0211ركووفيوووو و ا 



    

 

اتش  نارك  فب/ا وفمب  ا01ركووفي واتثاد،وا اركي بخ اعش كاب ويسكا

( ارا  صوووو ابشوووألاركوسووو  داركتووو اتيوووتا ساق ظووو ا،  وووعا،رسوووت  ردا،اصووو   ا،  ووودا0212ركووفيوو و ا 

بنووو حاغ ووو اشووو عو  اركمووو ام اركخووو ساكم ظمووو اركووفيووو واتوووثادو،اووو اا ا وووو اركممتا ووو  ارك   فوووو 

اركي دس اعش كاب ويسكاأكتو   
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دور المنظمات الدولية في حماية التراث الثقافي اليمني على 
 ء المعاهدات والاتفاقيات الدوليةضو

اد اع  ركغن ارق  ،وي

 ملخص:

 ورزوو ارك وو ر ارك  وو تثاركومنوو ا  موعوو ا وونارللوو ر ا تو وو اكانهوو ا،ركتا  وو ا،ركتوو    اركم تشوو ةاتووثا

 د فظوووو  اركووووومن ا،تووووثاسووووو حا م ثوووودكاتشوووو  ا  ظموووو اركووفيوووو واإيوووولاركتشوووو فا  بوووو ةا   اوووو اتووووثا د فظوووو ا

اش ه اصب ااداركت  و اعنه ا، وخت اتثار،سورحارل او ا،ركخ  و  ا122رقدوفاادتوياع لاأكث ا نا

يهوو فاهوولرارك دووثاإيووولااد  وو ار،ضوو روا،رقليووو   اركتوو اتخوو ضاكتوو ارك ووو ر ارك  وو تثاركومنوو كا،تيووواو ا

ركضوووءاع وولاأهوودارلاا  صووو  ارك ،كووو اركمتخا وو ابدم  وو ارك وو ر ارك  وو تثكا،رك شوو اعوونار،د،رواركتوو اااخ هوو ا

،كووو اتووثاام  وو ارك وو ر ارك  وو تثاركومنوو  ا،كتد وووتاهوولهار،هوو رفكااوودارسووتا رسا  وو ااداو ووثاركم ظموو  ارك 

،صوووو با،أدرةااداووووودارل توووووااك دوووورار،دبووووو  ا،ركت وووو و  ا ووووناركم ظموووو  ارك ،كووووو ا،رنصاومووووو ارللتصوووو ا

اب ك  ر ارك   تثا،ركمخ كداركت و او  

ركوم وووووو ا تو ووووو اكانهووووو ا،ركيووووو ص ا  شووووو ارك دوووووثاعووووونار،ضووووو رواركورسوووووخ اركتووووو اتخ ضووووو اكتووووو ار ثووووو وا

،ركت ووووو وةاغ وووووو اركمشوووووو ،ع كا،رق وووووو ،دكا،رك دموووووو  ارنوه بووووووو كا،رك ووووووورو اركن وخووووووو  اكموووووو ا و وووووو ارك دووووووثا

ارلاا  صو  ارك ،كو ارك  وزةاركمتخا  ابدم   ارك  ر ارك   تث 

،  نضوووو ف اإيوووولااكووووككا  شوووو ارك دووووثاعوووونار،د،روارق وو وووو اركتوووو اااخ هوووو ابخوووو اركم ظموووو  ارك ،كووووو كا

لاسوم ا  ظم اركووفي وكاتثاام   ارك  ر ارك   تثاركومن  اا  ساهلهاركم ظم  ادعمً ا  كوً ا،ف وً ااووً  كا

،ا وووسابأعموو  ااوو  ودكا،ا ظووودا وو ،ر ا،،وااعموودا،د،ور اا و بووو كا،إصوو روابو  وو  ا،إدر وو  كا،ركتخوو ،لا

ا عارقدت  اركمخ و اك  ضااظ اع لارست  ردار ث واركوم و  

و اكدفو رداأ،اركم سيو  اأ،اركشوخودكابودا نت و اقدمووعاركبشو  ا،تثارقلت س
ً
كاكويسارك و ر ارك  و تثا ا 

،  كتووو يثكافوووتلارلاهتمووو سابووو ا م وووداا يووووً راكاتو ووو اركور وووو كا،و وووزًراكاتورصووودكا،شووو هً راع ووولارق ضووو وةكا وووعا

أ،اركم ظم  كا  رع ةاأهموت اتثارلاصتص داركورن  ا،كلركا   اع لارقدموعكاسورءار،ف رداأ،اركم سي  ا

األا د فظوراعاو ا ناأعم  اركنه ا،ركت ع ا،ركت  وةاغ  اركمش ،ع  

 رك ام  اركم ت او :ارك ،وكاركم ظم  ارك ،كو كارق م   كارك  ر ارك   تثكارك ،رب ارك ،كو 


